


The Sixth Sunday of  Easter


and the Baptism of  Gideon Davis Eriksen

May 14, 2023


9:00 am


Prelude                                                         Piano Song*                                                   Paul Halley


Welcome 


Opening Hymn                                   The spacious firmament                                              Hymn 409                                                


Opening Acclamation

Clergy          Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People          And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Clergy          There is one Body and one Spirit;

People          There is one hope in God’s call to us;

Clergy          One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;

People          One God and Father of  all.


Collect of  the Day

Clergy	 The Lord be with you. 

People	 And also with you. 

Clergy	 Let us pray.


	 O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our 
understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and 
above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.


Reading                                                                                                                    1 Peter 3: 13-22


	 Now who will harm you if  you are eager to do what is good? But even if  you do suffer for 
doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in 
your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands 
from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep 
your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct 
in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if  suffering should be God’s 
will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the 
spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times 
did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of  Noah, during the building of  the ark, in 
which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, 
now saves you—not as a removal of  dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good 
conscience, through the resurrection of  Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right 
hand of  God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.
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Reader 	 	 The Word of  the Lord.

People 	 	 Thanks be to God.


Sequence Hymn	 	              All things bright and beautiful                                Hymn 405 
 


Holy Gospel                                                                                                                 John 14:15-21


Clergy	 	 The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

People  	 	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.


Jesus said, “If  you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will 
give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of  truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with 
you, and he will be in you. “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the 
world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you 
will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments 
and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will 
love them and reveal myself  to them.”


	 

Clergy	 	 The Gospel of  the Lord. 

People	       Praise to you, Lord Christ. 


Sermon	 The Rev. Dr. Becky Coerper


Presentation and Examination of  the Candidate

Celebrant                  	 	 The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented.

Parents and godparents 	 	 We present Gideon Davis Eriksen to receive

	 	 	 	 the Sacrament of  Baptism. 


Celebrant to parents and godparents      	 Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is 

             	                       	 brought up in the Christian faith and life?

Parents and godparents	           	 I will, with God’s help.


Celebrant                   	 	 Will you by your prayers and witness help him to grow into the full 	 	
	 	 	 	 stature of  Christ?

Parents and godparents    	 	 I will, with God’s help.


Question        	 Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of  wickedness that rebel against 	 	
	 	 God?

Answer         	 I renounce them. 	   

Question        	 Do you renounce the evil powers of  this world, which corrupt and destroy the 	 	
	 	 creatures of  God? 

Answer         	 I renounce them. 

Question        	 Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of  God? 

Answer         	 I renounce them. 

Question        	 Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 

Answer         	 I do. 

Question        	 Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 

Answer         	 I do. 

Question        	 Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 

Answer         	 I do. 
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Celebrant to the congregation:      	 Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support 	 	
	 	 	 	 Gideon and his parents and godparents, in their life in Christ?

People               	 	    	 We will.

 

Celebrant                Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own

                        baptismal covenant.


Celebrant	              Do you believe in God the Father?     

People	 	 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  heaven and earth.


Celebrant             	 Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of  God?

People                	I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the 	 	
	 	 power of  the Holy Spirit and born of  the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under 	 	
	 	 Pontius Pilate was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the 	 	
	 	 dead.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is 	 	
	 	 seated at the right hand of  the Father.  He will come again to judge the living 		
	 	 and the dead.


Celebrant	  	 Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

People	 	 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of  	 	
	 	 saints, the forgiveness of  sins, the resurrection of  the body, and the life 	 	
	 	 everlasting.


Celebrant	 	 Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of  bread, 	 	
	 	 and in the prayers?

People	 	 I will, with God’s help. 


Celebrant	              Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return 		
	 	 to the Lord?   

People	 	 I will, with God’s help. 


Celebrant	 	 Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of  God in Christ?

People	 	 I will, with God’s help. 

                                

Celebrant	 	 Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself ?

People	 	 I will, with God’s help. 


Celebrant	 	 Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of  	 	
	 	 every human being?

People	 	 I will, with God’s help. 


                                                                                                                                            

Prayers for the Candidate

Celebrant  	 Let us now pray for Gideon who is to receive the Sacrament of  new birth.


Led by Parents and Godparents		 Deliver Gideon, O Lord, from the way of  sin and death. 

People	 	 Lord, hear our prayer. 

	   

Leader	 	 Open his heart to your grace and truth. 

People	 	 Lord, hear our prayer. 

	   

Leader	 	 Fill him with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 

People	 	 Lord, hear our prayer.
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Leader	 	 Keep him in the faith and communion of  your holy Church. 

People	 	 Lord, hear our prayer. 


Leader	 	 Teach him to love others in the power of  the Spirit. 

People	 	 Lord, hear our prayer. 

	   

Leader	 	 Send him into the world in witness to your love. 

People	 	 Lord, hear our prayer. 


Leader	 	 Bring him to the fullness of  your peace and glory. 

People	 	 Lord, hear our prayer. 


Celebrant  	 Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of  Jesus Christ your Son may 
live in the power of  his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns 
now and for ever. Amen.


Thanksgiving Over the Water                                                           

Celebrant	 	 The Lord be with you. 

People	 	 And also with you.	   

Celebrant	 	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People	 	 It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Celebrant     	 We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of  water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in 
the beginning of  creation. Through it you led the children of  Israel out of  their bondage in Egypt 
into the land of  promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of  John and was anointed by the 
Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the 
bondage of  sin into everlasting life.


	 	 We thank you, Father, for the water of  Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his 
death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in 
joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing 
them in the Name of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Spirit.

Touching the water


	 	 Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of  your Holy Spirit, that he who 
here is cleansed from sin and born again may continue forever in the risen life of  Jesus Christ our 
Savior.  To Him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen.


The Baptism


Celebrant  	 Gideon Davis, I baptize you in the Name of  the Father, and of  the Son,

	 	 and of  the Holy Spirit. 

People     	 Amen.


Celebrant  	 Gideon Davis, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as 	 	 	
	 	 Christ’s own for ever. Amen. 


	 	 Let us pray. Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you 
have bestowed upon your servant Gideon, the forgiveness of  sin, and have raised him to the new 
life of  grace. Sustain him O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give him an inquiring and discerning heart, 
the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of  joy and wonder 
in all your works. Amen.


Celebrant    	 Let us welcome the newly baptized.
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Celebrant & People	 We receive you into the household of  God. Confess the faith of  Christ 	 	 	
crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal 	 	 	 	 	
priesthood.


Celebrant             The peace of  the Lord be always with you.

People                 And also with you.


The people joyfully greet one another with the Love of  Christ.


Announcements


Anniversary & Birthday Blessings

May the strength of  God pilot you, May the power of  God preserve you, May the wisdom of  
God instruct you, May the hand of  God protect you, May the way of  God direct you, May 
the shield of  God guard you against the snares of  evil and the temptations of  the world. 
May the Spirit of  God bless you in the coming year.	 Adapted from Patrick, c.389 - c.46


Offertory	                                                        Simple Gifts                                           John Coates, Jr.


Doxology	 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;


praise him, all creatures here below; alleluia, alleluia

praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.


Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia


The Great Thanksgiving


Priest	 The Lord be with you. 

People	 And also with you. 

Priest	 Lift up your hearts. 

People	 We lift them to the Lord. 

Priest	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People	 It is right to give God thanks and praise. 


It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of  heaven and earth.


A seasonal prayer added here


But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of  your Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of  the 
world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life gain he has won for us 
everlasting life.


Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of  heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of  your Name:
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Sanctus	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Joel Martinson


 



Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen 
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of  us, to reconcile us to you, the God 
and Father of  all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself  in obedience to 
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.


On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of  me.”


After supper he took the cup of  wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of  you: This is my Blood of  the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of  sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of  me.” 


Therefore we proclaim the mystery of  faith:


Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again.


We celebrate the memorial of  our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of  praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 


Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of  your Son, the holy 
food and drink of  new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this 
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all 
your saints into the joy of  your eternal kingdom. 
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All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of  the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.


And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.


Breaking of  the Bread 


Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.


Fraction Anthem	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	       Hymn 417


The Communion


Music at Communion                                   Anthem*                                                     Paul Halley 

The Postcommunion Prayer 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of  your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of  his 
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to 
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of  heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.


Easter Blessing

May we who have received the gift of  God’s reconciling love, be his body for the world, his hands to 
bring blessing, and his joy in the promise of  creation restored. And may Almighty God bless you, 
renew the risen life of  Christ within you, and bring forth in you the fruit of  the Holy Spirit. Amen.


Closing Hymn                                         Be Thou My Vision                                              Hymn 488	 
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Dismissal


Clergy	 	 Reconciled to God

	 	 made a new creation in Christ,

	 	 and anointed by the Holy Spirit 	 	 	 	 

	 	 go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

	 	 Alleluia. Alleluia.


All	 	 Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.


Postlude                                                            St. Anne                                               Healey Willan	


*******************************************************************************************

*Special thanks to the music ministry of  Anne Sveen


Rector	 The Rev. Dr. Becky Coerper

Deacon	 The Rev. Dr. Charles N. Stewart

Organist/Choirmaster	 Kip Coerper

Director of  Contemporary Music & Technology	 Michael Larkin

Assistant Director of  Contemporary Music & Technology	 Dr. Nicholas Kilkenny

Media Engineer	 Danae Hidy

Crucifer/Server	 Mike Echols & Paige Posecznick

Lector	 Steve Osborne

Chalice	 Bev Smith

Chalice                                                                                                         Sr. Marie Patricia Hughes

Ushers	 Jamie & Nicole Bova, Nancy Graham 

Hymn texts and music reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-735321. All rights reserved. 
All contemporary lyrics and music licensed by Christian Copyright Licensing International for use by St. James Episcopal Church.
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