


The Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost


September 10, 2023

10:45am   


Welcome


Opening Songs	 Forever Reign 

You are good You are good

When there's nothing good in me

You are love You are love

On display for all to see

You are light You are light

When the darkness closes in

You are hope You are hope

You have covered all my sin


You are peace You are peace

When my fear is crippling

You are true You are true

Even in my wandering

You are joy You are joy

You're the reason that I sing

You are life You are life

In You death has lost its sting


Oh I'm running to Your arms

I'm running to Your arms

The riches of  Your love will always be enough


Nothing compares to Your embrace

Light of  the world forever reign


You are more You are more

Than my words will ever say

You are Lord You are Lord

All creation will proclaim

You are here You are here

In Your presence I'm made whole

You are God You are God

Of  all else I'm letting go


Oh I'm running to Your arms

I'm running to Your arms

The riches of  Your love will always be enough

Nothing compares to Your embrace

Light of  the world forever reign


My heart will sing no other Name

Jesus Jesus

My heart will sing no other Name

Jesus Jesus 

Build My Life


Worthy of  ev'ry song we could ever sing 
Worthy of  all the praise we could ever bring 
Worthy of  ev'ry breath we could ever breathe 
We live for You


Jesus the name above every other name 
Jesus the only one who could ever save 
Worthy of  ev'ry breath we could ever breathe 
We live for You 
We live for You


Holy there is no one like You 
There is none beside You 
Open up my eyes in wonder and

Show me who You are 
And fill me with Your heart 
And lead me in Your love to those around me


Worthy of  ev'ry song we could ever sing 
Worthy of  all the praise we could ever bring 
Worthy of  ev'ry breath we could ever breathe 
We live for You
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Jesus the name above every other name 
Jesus the only one who could ever save 
Worthy of  ev'ry breath we could ever breathe 
We live for You 
We live for You


Holy there is no one like You 
There is none beside You 
Open up my eyes in wonder and

Show me who You are 
And fill me with Your heart 
And lead me in Your love to those around me


I will build my life upon Your love 
It is a firm foundation 
I will put my trust in You alone 
And I will not be shaken


Holy there is no one like You 
There is none beside You 
Open up my eyes in wonder and show me who You 
are 
And fill me with Your heart 
And lead me in Your love to those around me 

Opening Acclamation

Celebrant	 	 	 Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People 		 	 	 And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.


The Celebrant then continues: 	 There is one body and one Spirit;

People	 	 	 	 There is one hope in God’s call to us;

Celebrant	 	 	 One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism


Collect of  the Day


Celebrant 	 	 	 The Lord be with you. 

People 		 	 	 And also with you. 

Celebrant	 	 	 Let us pray. 


Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who confide in their 
own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of  your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Reading	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	     	                          Ezekiel 33: 7-11


So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of  Israel; whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you 
shall give them warning from me. If  I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not 
speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will 
require at your hand. But if  you warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their 
ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. Now you, mortal, say to the house 
of  Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of  
them; how then can we live?” Say to them, “As I live, says the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of  
the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for 
why will you die, O house of  Israel?”


Reader	 	 	 	 The Word of  the Lord 

People 		 	 	 Thanks be to God. 


Psalm 119: 33-40

33	 Teach me, O Lord,

	 the way of  your statutes, *

  	 and I shall keep it to the end.

34	 Give me understanding,

	 and I shall keep your law; *

  	 I shall keep it with all my heart.


35	 Make me go in the path of  your 	 	
	 commandments, *

  	 for that is my desire.

36	 Incline my heart to your decrees *

  	 and not to unjust gain.
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37	 Turn my eyes

	 from watching what is worthless; *

  	 give me life in your ways.

38	 Fulfill your promise to your servant, *

  	 which you make to those who fear you.


39	 Turn away the reproach which I dread, *

  	 because your judgments are good.

40	 Behold, I long for your commandments; *

  	 in your righteousness preserve my life.


Reading	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	     	                        Romans 13: 8-14


Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. The 
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not 
covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love 
does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of  the law. Besides this, you know what time it is, 
how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we 
became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of  darkness and put on 
the armor of  light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for 
the flesh, to gratify its desires.


Reader	 	 	 The Word of  the Lord 

People 		 	 Thanks be to God. 


Gospel Song                                                      Every Promise 

From the breaking of  the dawn

To the setting of  the sun


I will stand on ev’ry promise of  Your word

Through this dark and troubled land


You will guide me with Your hand

As I stand on ev'ry promise of  Your word


Grace sufficient grace for me

Grace for all who will believe


We will stand on ev'ry promise of  Your word 

Holy Gospel	 	 	 	 	 	                                                         Matthew 18: 15-20


Celebrant 	 	 The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

People 		 	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.


Jesus said, “If  another member of  the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of  
you are alone. If  the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if  you are not listened to, take 
one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of  two or three 
witnesses. If  the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if  the offender refuses to listen 
even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you 
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly 
I tell you, if  two of  you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in 
heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”


Celebrant 	 	 The Gospel of  the Lord.

People 		 Praise to you, Lord Christ. 


Sermon	 The Rev. Joe T. Mitchell

Celebrant               	 Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own

                        	 baptismal covenant.


Baptismal Covenant

Celebrant	             Do you believe in God the Father?     

People	 	 	 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  heaven and earth.
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Celebrant            	 Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of  God?

People                	 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the 	 	
	 	 	 power of  the Holy Spirit and born of  the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under 	 	
	 	 	 Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the dead.  
	 	 	 On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 	
	 	 	 right hand of  the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Celebrant	  	 Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

People	 	 	 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of  saints, 	
	 	 	 the forgiveness of  sins, the resurrection of  the body, and the life everlasting.

Celebrant	 	 Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of  bread, 	 	
	 	 	 and in the prayers?

People	 	 	 I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant	             Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return 		
	 	 	 to the Lord?   

People	 	 	 I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant	 	 Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of  God in Christ?

People	 	  	 I will, with God’s help.                                

Celebrant	 	 Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself ?

People	 	 	 I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant	 	 Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of  every


 	 human being?

People	 	  	 I will, with God’s help. 
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Prayers of  the People

The Leader and People pray responsively

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Silence

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of  your creation; 
For the victims of  hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of  trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of  the Church of  God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For all bishops and other ministers both clergy and laity; 
For all who serve God in his Church.

For the special needs and concerns of  this congregation.

Silence during which the People may add their own petitions either silently or aloud.

Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of  this life.

Silence during which the People may add their own thanksgivings either silently or aloud.
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We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.

Silence during which the People may add their own petitions either silently or aloud.

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you.


Confession of  Sin


Celebrant

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

 
All

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of  your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of  your Name. Amen.

Absolution


Celebrant 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 
all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace 


Celebrant      	 The peace of  the Lord be always with you. 

People      	 And also with you. 


Announcements 


Anniversary & Birthday Blessings 


May the strength of  God pilot you, May the power of  God preserve you, May the wisdom of  God 
instruct you, May the hand of  God protect you, May the way of  God direct you, May the shield of  
God guard you against the snares of  evil and the temptations of  the world. May the Spirit of  God 
bless you in the coming year. Adapted from Patrick, c.389 - c.46 


At the Cross
Offering

The Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant      	 The Lord be with you. 

People     	 And also with you. 

Celebrant       	 Lift up your hearts. 

People     	 We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant     	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People      	 It is right to give God thanks and praise. 




Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of  your glory. 


Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord.


Hosanna in the highest.
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Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:


Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 


We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

The Lord’s Prayer


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 


After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 


Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into 
sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father 
of all. 


He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world. 


It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of  heaven and earth. 


A Proper Preface is said here. 


Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of  
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of  your Name: 
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Breaking of the Bread 


Celebrant      	 Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People    	 Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 


The Communion 

Music at Communion Remember Me


Post Communion Prayer


Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing


Dismissal 


Deacon       Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.

All            Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Give thanks to the Lord 
Our God and King 

His love endures forever 
For He is good He is above all things 

His love endures forever 
Sing praise sing praise


With a mighty hand 
And an outstretched arm 
His love endures forever 

For the life that's been reborn 
His love endures forever 

Sing praise sing praise

Sing praise sing praise


Forever God is faithful 

Forever God is strong 
Forever God is with us 

Forever forever


From the rising to the setting sun 
His love endures forever 
And by the grace of  God 

We will carry on 
His love endures forever 

Sing praise sing praise


Sing praise sing praise


Forever God is faithful 
Forever God is strong 
Forever God is with us 

Forever forever 

Closing Song                                                              Forever
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10:45 am Worship Participants

**************************************************************************************************

Celebrant                                                                                                                   The Rev. Joe T. Mitchell

Deacon                                                                                                         The Rev. Dr. Charles N. Stewart 

Director of  Contemporary Music & Technology                                                                     Michael Larkin 

Assistant Dir. of  Contemporary Music & Technology                                                 Dr. Nicholas Kilkenny 

Media Engineer                                                                                                                           Nicole Bova

Lector                                                                                                                                          Anne Sveen

Prayers of  the People/ Chalice                                                                                                Barb Carmody                                                                                                                             

Chalice                                                                                                                                       Carolyn Legg                                        

Ushers                                                                                                                        Chris Davis, Pat Brown


Hymn texts and music reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-735321.

All rights reserved. All contemporary lyrics and music licensed by Christian Copyright Licensing International


for use by St. James Episcopal Church. 
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