
Maundy Thursday

St. James’ Episcopal Church
Skaneateles, New York

6:00 pm



The Paschal Triduum – One Liturgy, Three Days 
Part I: Maundy Thursday 



The liturgy begins with the Agape Meal in the Parish Hall. 

The celebration of festal meals is not appropriate during Holy Week. In Christian tradition such festivities take place 
only after the Lenten fast has been completed by the celebration of the Great Vigil – which is the Passover Feast of 
Christians – and the reception of Easter Communion. 

The Agape Meal (or Love Feast) is derived from the same celebration as Jesus had with his disciples on the last night 
of his life. The meal itself is sparse, consisting of the same kinds of foods that Jesus himself would have enjoyed – 
including olives, breads, cheeses, and simple soup. 

When all have received their food, the Presider invites everyone to stand for the blessings. 

Over the Drink 
Presider	 Blessed are you, O Lord God, ruler of the universe: You create the fruit of the 

vine; and on this night you refresh us with the cup of salvation in the Blood of 
your Son Jesus Christ. Glory to you for ever and ever. Amen. 

Over the Bread 
Presider	 Blessed are you, O Lord God, ruler of the universe: You bring forth bread from 

the earth; and on this night you give us the bread of life in the Body of your Son 
Jesus Christ. As grain scattered upon the earth is gathered into one loaf, so gather 
your Church in every place into the kingdom of your Son. To you be glory and 
power for ever and ever. Amen. 

Over the Other Foods 
Presider	 Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe: You have blessed the 

earth to bring forth food to satisfy our hunger. Let this food strengthen us in the 
fast that is before us, that following our Savior in the way of the cross, we may 
come to the joy of his resurrection. For yours is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

When the meal is finished, the Ministers gather the dishes. The liturgy continues: 

Presider	 The Lord be with you. 
People	 And also with you. 
Presider	 Let us pray. 
	 Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted the 

Sacrament of his Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it 
thankfully in remembrance of Jesus Christ our Lord, who in these holy mysteries 
gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who now lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The First Reading	 	 	 	 	 	 	    Exodus 12: 1-4, 11-14 

After the Reading: 
Lector	 Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people 
People	 Thanks be to God. 

The Psalter	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	       Psalm 116: 1, 10-17 



1 I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, * 
because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 

10 How shall I repay the LORD * 
for all the good things he has done for me? 

11 I will lift up the cup of salvation * 
and call upon the Name of the LORD. 

12 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD * 
in the presence of all his people. 

13 Precious in the sight of the LORD * 
is the death of his servants. 

14 O LORD, I am your servant; * 
I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; 
you have freed me from my bonds. 

15 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving * 
and call upon the Name of the LORD. 

16 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD * 
in the presence of all his people, 

17 In the courts of the LORD’s house, * 
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

The Second Reading	 	 	 	 	                                I Corinthians 11: 23-26 
	  
After the Reading: 
Lector	 	 Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People	 	 Thanks be to God.	  

All stand for the hymn and remain standing for the Gospel. 
Sequence Hymn	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	                  Taste and See	 

 



 

The Gospel	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	       John 13: 1-7, 31b-35		

The Gospel is proclaimed with these words:	
Deacon		 The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John.	
People	 	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.	

The Gospel is concluded with:	
Deacon		 The Gospel of the Lord.	
People	 	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.	

All are seated at the invitation of the preacher.  	
The Sermon	 	 	 	 	 	 	               	



The Washing of Feet	
The Presider and Deacon make their way around the room for the Washing of Feet. Please indicate that you wish to 	
participate by removing your shoes and socks. All are invited to join in the chants.	

Ubi Caritas 

 
Christ, Our Peace 

 



God is Love	

	
Dona Nobis Pacem	

	



The Prayers	

After each petition the People observe a moment of silence.  The Presider prays a concluding Collect.	

Presider	 The Peace of the Lord be always with you.	
People	 And also with you.	
The Presider and People greet one another in the name of the Lord and then the People are seated.	

The Cross leads the People into the Sanctuary.	

The bread and wine for Communion are brought into the Sanctuary, along with the People’s offerings. As the people enter the 
church, the presentation hymn is sung.	

Presentation Hymn	 	 	 	  	 	 	 	         Hollingside 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 	 	 	  	 	 	 	 	   
Presider	 The Lord be with you. 
People	 And also with you 
Presider	 Lift up your hearts.  
People	 We lift them to the Lord  



Presider	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People	 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

The Presider prays the Proper Preface then continues: 
	 Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with angels and archangels, and with all the 

company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:            

All join in singing the Sanctus (S-114 in the blue Hymnal). 
 All	 	 Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts, 
	 	 Heaven and Earth are full of thy glory. 
	 	 Glory be to thee, O Lord most high. 
	 	 Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
	 	 Hosanna in the highest. 

All stand or kneel as the Presider recalls God’s work in creation, humanity’s fall, and the redemption of the world by Christ.  
After recalling Christ’s Last Supper, the Presider and People pray: 

Presider	 Great is the Mystery of Faith: 
All	 Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

The Presider prays that the gifts and people may be sanctified and blessed by God.  After the Presider has completed the 
Eucharistic Prayer, the People respond in a loud voice ‘AMEN.’ 

Presider	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say. 
All	 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread. The People sing the Fraction Anthem (S-158) 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world: have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God that takest away the sin of the world: have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God that takest away the sin of the world: grant us thy peace. 

	 	        	  
The Presider invites the People to share in the Communion.  

All those who desire a deeper relationship with Christ are invited to come forward. The Presider will place the Bread in your 
hands. You may eat the Bread and drink from the common Cup, or you may leave the Bread in your hands and have the Minister 
dip the Bread in the Wine for you before handing it back. 

 Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. If you do not wish you receive for any reason, you are welcome to come forward 
and cross your arms for a blessing.  

During Communion, Prayer Ministers are available at either end of the altar rail to pray with anyone who is in need. 

Music at Communion: Ave Verum Corpus	 	             Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791) 

Hail, true Body, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffering and dying on the Cross for humankind, 

and from whose torn side flowed blood and water: 
be for us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet in the trial of death. 

After all have received Communion, the Presider returns to the Holy Table. 
Presider	 Let us pray. 



Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of 
the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for 
assuring us in these holy mysteries, that we are living members of the Body of your 
Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work 
you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our 
Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever.  
Amen. 

Presider	 Let us bow down before the Lord. 
The Presider prays a solemn Collect, and the People respond, ‘Amen.’ 

The Dismissal is given, and the People respond, ‘Thanks be to God.’ 
	  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	   
Hymn at the Closing 336	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	    Werde munter 

The Choir exits as the Ministers strip the altar. 

Hymn During the Stripping of the Altar 329	 	 	 	 	 	     Pange lingua 

The blessed Sacrament is processed to the Peace Altar, which serves as our Garden of Gethsemane this evening. 

When the hymn is completed, the Deacon returns to the center aisle for the final Gospel reading. 

All may leave in silence when the lights go down. Those who wish to remain for the Vigil Watch may do so. 

Our walk with Jesus continues tomorrow with Ecumenical Stations of the Cross at noon (beginning at St. Mary’s Church) and the 
Liturgy for Good Friday at 3:00 pm (in the Sanctuary). 

	                              

Participants in the Liturgy 



Presider & Preacher	 	 	 	 	 	 	             The Rev. Joe T. Mitchell 
Deacon		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	       The Rev. Dr. Chuck Stewart 
Organist/Choirmaster                                                                                                                       Justin Oei  
Director of Contemporary Music & Technology                                                                    Michael Larkin 
Asst. Director of Contemporary Music & Technology                                               Dr. Nicholas Kilkenny 
Intercessor	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	                              Carol Murphy 
Lector                                                                                                                                      Carrie Chantler 
Crucifer 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	        Dave Palen 
Eucharistic Minister                                                                                                                     Kris Perkins 
Ushers                                                                                                                                 The Tuttle Family 
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