
 
The First Sunday of Advent 

November 30th, 2025 
10:45 am    

Welcome 
 
Opening Song                                                                                                                  Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 
 

Come, thou long expected Jesus 
Born to set thy people free 

From our fears and sins release us 
Let us find our rest in thee 

 
Israel's strength and consolation 

Hope of all the earth thou art 
Dear desire of every nation 
Joy of every longing heart 

Joy of every heart 
 

Born thy people to deliver 
Born a child and yet a King 
Born to reign in us forever 

Now thy gracious kingdom bring 
By thine own eternal spirit 
Rule in all our hearts alone 
By thine all sufficient merit 

Raise us to thy glorious throne 
 
 
 

You draw the hearts of shepherds 
You draw the hearts of kings 

Even as a baby, You were changing everything 
You called me to Your Kingdom 

Before Your lips could speak 
And even as a baby, 

You were reaching out for me 
 

And now we are awaiting 
The day of Your return 

When every eye will see You 
As heaven comes to earth 

Until the sky is opened 
Until the trumpet sounds 
The bride is getting ready 
The church is singing out 

 
Come, thou long expected Jesus 

Born to set thy people free 
From our fears and sins release us 

Let us find our rest in thee 
Come, thou long expected King! 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath                                                       

Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, God; 
to you be praise and glory for ever. 
You called our ancestors to live by the light of faith 
and to journey in the hope of your promised fulfilment. 
May we be obedient to your call 
and be ready and watchful to receive your Christ, 
a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; 
for you are our light and our salvation. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
The Advent Wreath is lit. 
 
Song                                                                                                                                                Candle Lighting 

As we light the first candle,  
on this advent wreath.  

Prepare our hearts to be ready, 
 arouse us from sleep. 
In place of suffering, 

 give us grace and joy here.  
For the day of your coming  

is sure to be near. 
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Opening Acclamation 
  
Clergy Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Collect of the Day  
 
Clergy  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Clergy  Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the time of this 
mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in 
his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

First Reading      Isaiah 2:1-5 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 
 In days to come 
  the mountain of the Lord’s house 
 shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
  and shall be raised above the hills; 
 all the nations shall stream to it. 
  Many peoples shall come and say, 
 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
  to the house of the God of Jacob; 
 that he may teach us his ways 
  and that we may walk in his paths.” 
 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
  and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
 He shall judge between the nations, 
  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
 they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
  and their spears into pruning hooks; 
 nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
  neither shall they learn war any more. 
 
 O house of Jacob, 
  come, let us walk 
  in the light of the Lord! 
 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 122 
 
 1 I was glad when they said to me, * 
  “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
 2 Now our feet are standing * 
  within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
 3 Jerusalem is built as a city * 
  that is at unity with itself; 
 4 To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, * 
  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the Lord. 
 5 For there are the thrones of judgment, * 
  the thrones of the house of David. 
 6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: * 
  “May they prosper who love you. 
 7 Peace be within your walls * 
  and quietness within your towers. 
 8 For my brethren and companions’ sake, * 
  I pray for your prosperity. 
 9 Because of the house of the Lord our God, * 
  I will seek to do you good.” 
 
Second Reading                                 Romans 13:11-14 
 
You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than 
when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the 
armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not 
in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People  Thanks be to God.  

Gospel Song  Thy Word 
 

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path 

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path 

 
When I feel afraid 

And I think I've lost my way 
Still You're there right beside me 

 
Nothing will I fear 

As long as You are near 
Please be near me to the end 

 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 

And a light unto my path 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 

And a light unto my path 
 
Holy Gospel                                                     Matthew 24:36-44 
 

Clergy The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said to his disciples, “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they 
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until 
the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will 
be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake 
therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had 
known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be 
broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 
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Clergy          The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
Sermon The Rev. Pilar F. Padrón Parnell 
 
The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things 
were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

Prayers of the People  
All are invited to stand, kneel, or sit as you are able to for the prayers.  

 
Intercessor 
Let us pray for the Church and for the world, responding with the words in bold.  

 
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal 
your glory in the world.  

 
Silence  

 
Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
 
We pray for the community of St. James ’and all who minister to it, our clergy, vestry, and lay leaders. May God’s call 
upon their lives make God ’s love known in our work together as the hands and feet of Jesus in this world.  
 
Silence  
 
Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  

 
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; praying for our leaders that we may 
honor one another and serve the common good. We pray for those who are living in fear of violence and for people and 
places we now name silently or aloud_______. 
 
Silence  
 
Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
 
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others 
and to your honor and glory.  
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Silence  
 
Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
 
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he 
loves us. We pray especially for our young families, children, and those who are welcoming new babies. May we recall the 
face of God in their lives and remember our call in baptism to support their lives in Christ.  
 
Silence  

 
Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
 
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring 
them the joy of your salvation. Remembering especially, ______.  
 
Silence  
 
Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
 
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share 
with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. Remembering especially, ________.  
 
Silence  
 
Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.  
 
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, look with compassion upon 
us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Holy Trinity, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Confession of Sin 

Celebrant  
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Silence may be kept.  

All  
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your 
Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

Absolution 

Clergy 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 



 6

The Peace 

Clergy The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

Announcements 

Anniversary & Birthday Blessings 
 

May the strength of God pilot you, May the power of God preserve you, May the wisdom of God instruct you, 
May the hand of God protect you, May the way of God direct you, May the shield of God guard you against the 
snares of evil and the temptations of the world. May the Spirit of God bless you in the coming year.Adapted from 
Patrick, c.389 - c.46 
 
An offering is collected to help support St. James’ mission of sharing Christ’s love in with the world. You can donate by scanning or tapping the 
QR code or visiting www.stjamesskan.org/support-stjames. 

Offertory                                                                                                                                                             Cornerstone 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Priest The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Priest Lift up your hearts.  
People We lift them to the Lord.  
Priest Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before time you made ready the 
creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and 
waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, 
and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to 
live in the fullness of your love.  

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to 
magnify you as we say:  

Celebrant and People 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

The Celebrant continues 
 
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and death and to reveal the 
riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a 
son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the 
sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call 
to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by 
you.  
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At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; and at the words 
concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing the wine to be consecrated.  

 
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and 
gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” As 
supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of 
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever 
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and is and is to 
come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice.  
 
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole 
earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.  
 
In the fullness of time bring us, with St. James’ and all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, 
to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.  
 
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever 
and ever. AMEN.  

Celebrant  
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
All 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread  

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
 
A period of silence is kept.  
 
Celebrant      Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People          Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
The Communion 
 
The sacrament is given to the people. 
 
Music at Communion                                                                                                                                   Even So Come

The Postcommunion Prayer  
 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing 
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Closing Song                                                                                                                                      Lead Me To The Cross

Saviour I come quiet my soul 
Remember redemption's hill 
Where Your blood was spilled 

For my ransom 
Ev’rything I once held dear 

I count it all as loss 
 

Lead me to the cross 
Where Your love poured out 

Bring me to my knees 
Lord I lay me down 

Rid me of myself 
I belong to You 

Oh lead me lead me to the cross 
 

You were as I tempted and tried human 
The word became flesh 
Bore my sin and death 

Now You're risen 
Ev’rything I once held dear 

I count it all as loss 

 
Lead me to the cross 

Where Your love poured out 
Bring me to my knees 

Lord I lay me down 
Rid me of myself 
I belong to You 

Oh lead me lead me to the cross 
 

To Your heart 
To Your heart 

Lead me to Your heart 
Lead me to Your heart 

 
Lead me to the cross 

Where Your love poured out 
Bring me to my knees 

Lord I lay me down 
Rid me of myself 
I belong to You 

Oh lead me lead me to the cross! 
 

Copyrighted hymn texts and music reprinted and streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-735321, CCLI Church Copyright License 
#2417358, and CCLI Streaming License #20564297. All rights reserved. 
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