
The Spirit of St. James’ 
Summer 2026

Welcome to St. James’ Church Skaneateles!
Dear St. James' Family, 

As our program year is ending, I want to thank you all for the ways that 
you have engaged in the ministries of St. James', supported needed changes, 
and have grown in our collective faith. I want to also thank our staff who have 
helped steer the ship and have carried so much of our community. As we move 
towards the summer, please take this time to rest and know this time is important 
for our staff to take sabbath in order to prepare for the program year ahead. 
Over the summer, we will again have an early inside service at 7:30 a.m. and one 
combined outdoor service at 10 a.m. Our Director of Children, Youth, and Family 
Ministries will have a kids’ area available during worship if children want to 
gather together. Please look to our next Spirit Newsletter that will be released in 
August for the fall calendar and all upcoming programming. I am looking 
forward to enjoying outdoor worship, rest and fellowship this summer. As always, 
please do not hesitate to reach out if you need anything. I am always available! 
Yours in Christ,  
Mother Pilar 
For more complete and detailed information, we encourage you to visit our 
website StJamesSkan.org or any questions can be directed to our Parish Office 
at 315-685-7600. 
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Take Rest; a field that has rested gives a bountiful crop.  ~Ovid
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Prayer Teams are available at the Lakeside Service during 
Communion. Also, everyone can all offer a listening presence to 
each other and reach out with love. If you are in need of a 
loving ear, contact the Parish Office 315-685-7600 or Nancy 
Graham at 315-317-0138.  
__________________________________________________________ 
The Pastoral Care Team will be contacting all members of the St. 
James’ directory over the summer to make sure we have your 
correct information and to check in!  It is important to St. James’ 
to extend outreach efforts to our beloved parishioners. 

Safe Church Training is Required for All Ministry 
Volunteers.  There is an online  option as well as 
in-person class.  This training is vital to keeping our 
St. James’ family safe.  This training certification will 

need to be renewed in 5 years.  Please check with 
Laura Posecznick (laura@stjamesskan.org) or Mother 

Pilar to sign up for your training. 

Outreach at St. James’ 
Pick Up a Get Involved Guide! 

Looking for ways to give back to the community? St. 
James’ has numerous resources and opportunities for 
you to participate.   
Safe & Warm:  Fridays - 150+ sandwiches/lunches 
are made for local Auburn homeless. Donations & 
“Hands” Always Needed. 
Merriman Circle Families:  Family events, cooking 
classes and supplies all needed.   
SS Peter & John Food Kitchen:  Monthly teams 
setting up, serving and cleaning up.   
Ecumenical Food Pantry: Collection Bins outside 
parish hall:  Nonperishable food, toiletries, feminine 
products & cleaning supplies. 
Prison Ministry: Delivery of Jesus Calling books and 
supporting families of the incarcerated. 
Thrift Shop: Sort & Price Donations, Cashier, and 
baggers ALWAYS wanted especially in the busy 
summer months. 

Need Help:  Contact Laura Posecznick 
communications@stjamesskan.org

Interested in Learning More about St. James’? 
Fill out a blue welcome card and return it to the parish office or 
in the offering plate on Sunday.  OR feel free to contact Mother 

Pilar at the Parish Office 315-685-7600.
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Big Thank You to the St. James’ Music & Technology Team 
led by Nick Kilkenny! Robbie Padilla, our organist, has been 
a wonderful addition to our team here at St. James' and it's an 
absolute joy and blessing to work with him every week. The 
choir has been so gracious with their time and energy, and 
the band has been absolutely stellar with their dedication 
every week. Lastly, we trained quite a few tech advancers! 
Thank you to the wonderful volunteers who gave their time to 
advance slides for the 10:45 a.m. service. Thank you all!

NEW Table Top Groups will Begin in Late Fall  
Consider becoming a part of a group  and join in  

fellowship fun.  Visit stjamesskan.org/table-top-talks.  
What Exactly are Table Talk Groups? 
Table Top Groups (formerly Foyer Groups) are a fun and easy way for parishioners to gather together on an informal basis to 
enjoy one another’s company, to strengthen bonds of community, to meet new members and just get to know other people 
who share a common interest in St. James' but with whom we might not otherwise interact. These groups are a wonderful 
way to get to know more people at church beyond sharing the peace during services. There is no agenda or plan – just 
casual fellowship and a refreshing meal. Groups are made up of a cross section of the parish. Out of the meetings, 
friendships develop among people who might not have any other opportunity to meet and get to know each other. 
Newcomers are especially invited to sign up to join one of the groups.

mailto:posecznick-communications@stjamesskan.org
mailto:laura@stjamesskan.org


 
Homegrown Veggies Yield the Best Salsa  
The Hillbrook Garden Project, a collaboration between St. James’ Episcopal Church and the Onondaga County 
Hillbrook Juvenile Detention Center, is moving into its fourth spring/summer season. We are again planting a variety of 
vegetables in four raised-bed gardens located on the property.  As in past seasons, each raised bed will be planted with 
a theme: the salsa garden, the salad garden, the squash garden and the green veggie garden. Last summer, we 
harvested bushels of tomatoes, cucumbers, bell peppers, jalapeño peppers, Swiss chard, squash and pumpkins.  
The produce was used in the Hillbrook kitchens and in the classroom where residents created salads, salsa, or simply ate 

the veggies fresh from the garden. Excess produce was offered to families of Hillbrook residents 
as well as staff members. Residents also used peppers and tomatoes from the salsa garden to 
compete in Hillbrook’s 7th Annual Hot Salsa Challenge! A “hot” time was had by all.  The garden 
project is a ministry of the Racial Justice and Reconciliation Commission and was funded by a 
2023 Ministry Grant from the Episcopal Diocese of Central New York. Funding from that grant is 
still being used for maintaining the soil and purchasing seedlings and seeds.  The RJRC is looking 
for volunteers to join the Hillbrook Garden Team. Volunteers work with the residents and staff to 
plant, weed, water and harvest the vegetables. The work is done on Wednesdays from 2:15 to 
3:30 p.m. over the summer. The schedule is very flexible; work only those weeks when you are 
available. Volunteers must undergo a background check by filling out a form from the facility.  
Questions: Email Judy Holmes (judyholmes76@gmail.com) 

Spread the Love this Summer Through Twisted Yarn 
This summer, members of St. James’ (youth and adults) who can knit or crochet and those who want to learn to twist 
yarn are invited to participate in “My Hands Warm Your Heart,” a collaboration between the Racial Justice and 
Reconciliation Commission and Melody Smith Johnson, Founder & Owner | Melody’s Coworking & Event Space, 
Inc., in Auburn. 
Over the summer, the RJRC will be collecting hand-knitted or hand-crocheted hats and scarves created by the 
congregation. The hats and scarves will then be “blinged” in the fall by children and adults living in the Rescue 
Mission’s Merriman Circle supportive housing and by unhoused children and adults residing at the Auburn Inn. The 
bling classes will be led by Ms. Johnson, founder of the “My Hands Warm Your Heart” program. Bling class 
participants will keep their decorated scarves and hats.  
In an effort to include the entire congregation, the RJRC has scheduled three knitting classes for those who want to 
learn to knit a simple scarf for the project. The classes will be held in the St. James’ Parish Hall from 5 to 7 p.m. on 
July 13, July 27 and Aug. 10. Pizza will be served. Youth and adults are welcome to attend. Participants may attend 
one or more classes. All knitting supplies will be provided.  
The deadline for donating your handiwork is Sept. 30, but items may be dropped off at anytime.  A basket will be 
available in the Nave for the items. We ask that all items be handmade: My Hands Warm Your Heart. The project 
offers an opportunity for our congregation to model agape love for others through twisted yarn.  

“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”  
Matthew 25:40.  

Did You Know? By Emma Cowley  
Salsa music, created largely by Afro-Latino communities from the 
Caribbean and Latin America, was much more than dance music — it 
became a powerful cultural and political statement. Emerging strongly in 
New York City during the 1960s and 1970s, salsa expressed the 
experiences of Puerto Rican, Cuban, Dominican and other Latino 
communities, especially immigrants and working-class people facing 
racism, poverty and discrimination. Through its lyrics, rhythms and Afro-
Caribbean roots, salsa celebrated Black and Latino identity, unity and 
pride. It gave marginalized communities a voice and became a symbol of 
resistance, cultural survival and solidarity. Artists used salsa to speak about social struggles, political 
injustice, neighborhood life and the importance of preserving Afro-Latino culture. 
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2026 SUMMER BOOK SALE 
75 Fennell Street (between Ace and SAVES) 

July 9–12  
Thursday, July 9: 6-9 p.m. 

Friday, July 10: 9 a.m.– 6 p.m. 
Saturday, July 11: 9 a.m.– 6 p.m. 
Sunday, July 12: 11 a.m. – 2 p.m.  

SKANEATELES CURBSTONE FESTIVAL  
& Sidewalk Sales return  

July 9-11
 along Genesee, Jordan and Fennell streets.  

Hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Thursday and Friday and 
 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Saturday.

United States 250th Anniversary  
Skaneateles Events for the Celebration 

July 2, 2026 - 9:30 p.m  
Fireworks at Austin Park 

Free and open to the public. 

July 3, 2026 - 7:30 p.m.  
Skaneateles Community Band at the Gazebo 

July 3, 2026  Flare Night on the Lake 

July 4, 2026 - 9 a.m.  
Skaneateles Community Parade   

 Step-off from Skaneateles American Legion  
Post 239.    

Contact Jed Dove to participate in the parade. 
315-382-2614.

48th Annual Antique & Classic Boat Show 
The Antique and Classic Boat Show returns to 

Clift Park July 24-26, with exhibitors from 
throughout New York state, the East Coast 

and the Midwest eager to share their passion 
for antique boating.  

Hours are 3 p.m. to dusk Friday,  
9 a.m. to dusk Saturday and  

8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday.  
Admission is free.

IN THE COMMUNITY
Everyday Outreach: Skaneateles Food Pantry 
 We’re all feeling the sting of rising food costs, but the price hikes hit some members of our community 
especially hard. If you can, please buy an extra item when you grocery shop and donate it to the 
Skaneateles Ecumenical Food Pantry. Leave items in the basket outside the Parish Hall. Over the 
summer months, the pantry especially needs cereal, canned tuna, peanut butter, ketchup, mustard, 
and mayo. Or follow the pantry on social media, which posts a frequently updated needs list.  You can 
also purchase items through the pantry’s Amazon wish list or send a monetary donation. Visit 
the pantry’s NEW website at https://www.skanpantry.org 
Don’t forget: If you or someone you know is struggling to put food on the table, the pantry is open 
Tuesdays 9 -11 a.m. and Thursdays 6 to 7:30 p.m. Established by St. James’ and other area churches in 
2001 as part of our ongoing outreach ministries, the pantry serves residents of the Skaneateles School 
district and the village and town of Skaneateles.  Corinne Buterbaugh Cell: 571-215-6693 
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Looking for a fun, low impact Summer 
activity for you or your child?  
Starting this summer, music lessons are 
being offered at St. James' in voice, 
guitar, piano, bass, and drums. Lessons 

will be priced at lower than market rates and a 
percentage of lesson fees will be donated to the 
music budget to bring more musicians and 
concerts to the St. James' community. If you or 
someone you know is interested in taking 
lessons and possibly joining the music ministry 
next season, reach out to Nick Kilkenny 

at music@stjamesskan.org. 

It takes a village to make Lakeside worship happen each week! 
A big thank you to all the families and 
crew leaders who come early Sundays 
and set up music equipment and chairs.  
Remember we all can help out by 
signing up for a Sunday and cleaning up 
after each service.  Special thank you to 
Beth & Mike Quattrociocchi for 
organizing and scheduling the teams.  

Thank You Lakeside Crew! 

John Spear, Team Leader


Brian Davis

Andy Ellerton

David O’Neill


Steve Osborne

Dave Palen


Dave Peebles

Eric Sheridan

Jim Wenner

Thank You for Keeping Up with your 2026 Pledge!  
Unfortunately, bills and expenses don’t take the 

summer off. St. James’ appreciates you staying current 
with your 2026 pledge.  

If you have any questions or need a statement on your 
status, please contact Nicole in the Parish Office 

315-685-7600.

CreationCARE Fast Facts 
Get Paid to Recycle Sneakers 
At GotSneakers, we’re making it 
socially and financially rewarding 
to contribute to a circular 
economy with our FREE sneaker 
recycling programs for individual 
sellers and organizations of all types and sizes. When 
you join our sneaker recycling community, you will be 
making a global impact AND you will earn money for 
every pair of sneakers you contribute. 
The Solution 
The environmental benefits of recycling and reusing 
sneakers are significant. 
Since we started out on our mission, GotSneakers 
has: Stopped 105 million pounds of CO2 from 
entering the atmosphere. Recycled and reused 3.5 
million pairs of shoes (and counting!). 
https://gotsneakers.com/  

A Little Bit About Lakeside Worship 
   St. James’ is blessed to be located on the shore of the spectacular 
Skaneateles Lake. This allows us to offer a unique way to worship 
that is outside staring into the calm and spiritual waters of our 
amazing lake! 
   Lakeside Worship runs June 21 to September 6 and is each 
Sunday at 10 a.m. unless the weather is inclement then services will 
be inside.  Music will alternate between traditional hymns and 
contemporary praise band selections.  
   We encourage you to bring your own chair or blanket.  We do 
have about 40 chairs that we like to offer elderly, physically 
challenged or those walking by who decide to join us.  There is a 
welcome cart at the top of the hill near the sidewalk complete with 
bulletins and activities for children.   
   Also, if you are new to St. James’ and want to connect with Mother 
Pilar, please fill out a blue welcome card found on the cart as well. If 
you have never experienced worship outdoors, please take a 
Sunday (or two) to visit St. James’ Lakeside this Summer!

Thank You to All Who Gave During May’s Month of 
Community Service!   
Your generosity is so appreciated! There were so 
many supplies!  Interestingly, we received over 13 
packs of diapers (800 diapers) and 4 packs of wipes.  
And 21 gift cards of varying amounts for those in need 
-- a huge help given the increased costs of groceries. 
Remember that St. James’ continues year round to 
collect for the Skaneateles Food Pantry, Safe & Warm 
Homeless Ministry, and don’t forget to drop off items 
at the Thrift Store!

Thank You for the  
Donations!

Thank You, Mowing Team!
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We have some exciting things happening this summer for youth and family ministries. 
We will have a youth D&D group Thursdays from 6-7:30 p.m. starting July 16. The group will be hosted by 
Tristan Jones and Erik Samhammer and games are designed for 5th grade and up. Brand new players 
welcome. Space is limited, please RSVP to Sarah Jones or email youthandfamily@stjamesskan.org to reserve 
your spot. 
Family Ministry and RJRC are partnering to create a space for kids and adults alike to learn to knit or crochet! The 
purpose of this gathering is to learn a new skill, meet new people, and support RJRCs collaboration with My 
Hands Warm Your Heart’s project of collecting handmade scarves and hats. These scarves and hats will then be 
“blinged” by the people who receive them. It is a wonderful opportunity to have congregants of kid, parent and 
grandparent ages all in the same room learning together and getting to know each other. Are you experienced 
in twisting yarn? We would love to have you there to share your expertise or to just twist something beautiful for 
the project. 
Donating a scarf is not a requirement to participate. This will be a no-pressure, group-learning environment for 
kids and adults new to the craft. Having the intention to give to the project can be an excellent way to keep your 
motivation though. As well as a wonderful opportunity to give of yourself in a very personal way.  

There are three knitting sessions scheduled. Feel free to come to one or all. The sessions will be led by Sarah 
Jones in the St. James’ Parish Hall from 5 to 7 p.m. on July 13, July 27 and Aug. 10. Pizza and all kitting/crochet 
supplies will be provided by the RJRC. 

Starting on July 18 we will have Park Play outings. This is a casual come and go gathering at Austin Park once a 
month from 9:30-10:30 a.m. where the young kids can play and parents can chat. Feel free to invite friends! It is 
a great way for people to get to know St. James without attending a service. I will bring coffee! 

Our 6:45 p.m. Wednesday night youth gatherings will start back up on the first Wednesday of August  which is 
August 5. We will also have some movie nights and other fun activities throughout the summer.   
Thank you to everyone who has been acolyting and supporting our acolytes. We have a large group and they are 
getting better every Sunday! It is such a wonderful way for kids to serve God and their church community.  Please 
keep a look out for the monthly calendars and acolyte schedules that I email and reach out with any questions or 
to sign up for activities youthandfamily@stjamesskan.org. 

Blessings,  
Sarah Jones, Director of Children, Youth & Families 

LOOK WHAT’S HAPPENING IN CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRIES!

Youth D&D Summer Group Thursdays 

at St. James’ 6-7:30 p.m.

 Begins July 16  

Games are designed for 5th Grade and up. 
Brand new players welcome. 

Spots are limited. 
youthandfamily@stjamesskan.org or  see Sarah Jones.
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High School 
Paige Posecznick Skaneateles High School (daughter of Laura & Terry  Posecznick) 

Max Smith 	           Creekside High School Canton, Georgia (grandson of  Bev & Doug Smith) 

College 
Graduate of InclusiveU, Syracuse University (daughter of Amy & David Allyn) Kate Allyn  

Fiona Foley 

Kathleen Glass 

Emma Hayes  

Vivian Rejman 

Peter Rejman    

Emily Spear 

BA in Sociomedical Sciences (summa cum laude), SUNY  Geneseo   (granddaughter of 
Carol Murphy) 

 BS in Anthropology (magna cum laude) Minors in International Studies and Health   
Disparities & Certificate in Medical  Anthropology, University of Florida (daughter of 
Megan   & Jon Glass) 

 BS in Nursing, University of Alabama (granddaughter of Bev & Doug Smith) 

 BS in Integrated Physiology, University of Colorado (granddaughter of Carol Murphy) 

BS in Hospitality Management, University of South Florida (grandson of Carol Murphy) 

 BS from University of Richmond (granddaughter or John & Lorrie Spear) 

Aidan Waterman    Associates Degree from Howard Community College  (grandson of Connie & Earl Tuttle) 

Morgan Bates Youker   Associates Degree in American Sign Language from Onondaga Community College  
(granddaughter of the Rev. Toppie & David Bates) 

Congratulations 
2026  

Graduates

Jonathan Glass
Cross-Out



2026 
St. James’ Vestry  

Wardens  
John Devins (2025-2027)  
David O’Neill (2025-2028) 

Vestry Members  
Beckie Hidy (2024-2027)  

Carol Murphy (2024-2027)  
Meg Osborne (2026-2029) 

Kris Perkins (2025-2028)  
Kathy Ploufe (2025-2028)  

Molly Spalding (2026-2028) 
John Spear (2026-2029) 

Diane Steckel (2026-2027) 
Amy Tuttle (2026-2029) 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS  

Monday-Thursday  
9 a.m. – 3 p.m.  

parishadministrator@stjamesskan.org  
315-685-7600

Facebook.com/StJamesSkaneateles  
Instagram.com/StJamesSkaneateles  

StJamesSkan.org

STAFF  
The Rev. Pilar F. Padrón Parnell, Rector……….……rector@stjamesskan.org  
Laura Posecznick, ……………………….communications@stjamesskan.org  
Operations & Communications Director 
Nicole Bova, Parish Administrator ...parishadministrator@stjamesskan.org  
Nick Kilkenny, ……………….……………………..…music@stjamesskan.org  
Director of Music & Technology 
Robbie Padilla, Organist …………………………organist@stjamesskan.org 
Sarah Jones,……………………………….youthandfamily@stjamesskan.org 
Director of Children, Youth & Family Ministry 

MINISTRY LEADERS  
Nancy Graham, Pastoral Coordinator…………….nancy@stjamesskan.org  
Newsletter Content/Design~ Laura Posecznick 

communications@stjamesskan.org 
Editor of the Spirit  
Jon Glass.................................................................................jnglass@syr.edu  

Parish Nurses  
Jean Gannon................................................................ jeanrrn2@yahoo.com 
Nancy Corl................................................................................njcorl@me.com 
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