
St. James’ Episcopal Church Vestry Meeting (Hybrid) 
May 26, 2026 

Present: The Rev. Pilar Padron Parnell, Junior Warden David O’Neill, Amy Tuttle, Meg Osborne, John Spear, 
 Carol Murphy, Molly Spalding, Beckie Hidy and Diane Steckel. 
On Zoom: Senior Warden John Devins, Kathy Ploufe and Nicole Bova.  
Absent: Kris Perkins. 

6:00 PM: Call to Order 
Opening Prayer: Mother Pilar offered the opening prayer. 

An agenda was sent out to the Vestry, prior to the meeting, with supporting documents. 

Quick Action Items: 
1. April Minutes: The Vestry reviewed the April minutes and found no errors. Davil O’Neill made a motion to 
approve the minutes as written; Beckie Hidy seconded; 10 Vestry members approved; 1 member was absent. 

Reports 
1. Treasurer’s Report: 

A. April Financials: Nicole Bova presented the April financial report.  The Vestry reviewed the 2 Year 
Balance Sheet and the Budget Variance Income Statement YTD. Nicole reported that pledging income is 
high for this time of year  
The Year to Date Unrestricted Giving Report was unavailable at the meeting and will be emailed to Vestry 
members to review. Carol Murphy moved to approve the April Financial Reports as presented; Megan 
Osborne seconded; 10 Vestry members approved; 1 member was absent. 
B. Office Paper and Printing Supplier: A new contract for paper products and printing has been made, 
resulting in lower costs for these supplies. 

2. Senior Warden’s Report: 
A. Monies for Rectory Siding: The request for $144,000.00 from the Hazel Smith sleeve of the 
Foundation has been requested as of today. 

3. Junior Warden’s Report:  
A. Handicap Parking in Front of Church: Junior Warden, David O’Neill, has not received a response from 
the village of Skaneateles yet. 

Old Business:  
	 1. Rectory Update: 

The Parnell family has finally moved into the Rectory! MCE will be working at the Rectory addressing the 
mold issue in the basement, finishing window trim in some areas and starting siding. 

New Business:  
	 1. Vestry Delegates:  

A. The Episcopal Diocese of CNY Convention is October 17, 2026, in Watertown, 9AM to 4PM. 
Mother Pilar would like the Vestry to suggest congregation members to be delegates. She would like to 
include newer members to the parish and members who are not active. Delegates must be approved by 
Vestry and may be done by email.  

	 2. Fundraiser: 
A. Vestry has committed to do a fundraiser each year. Beckie Hidy has suggested doing a Coffee Hour/
Silent Auction sometime in the Fall.  

3. Safety Issue: Carol Murphy reports that several congregation members have complained of problems 
negotiating the steps from altar due to depth perception. She is asking for ideas to mark the stairs appropriately. 

	  

Rector’s Report: 
1. The Parnell family have moved into their permanent home! 



2. Vacation: Mother Pilar will be on vacation from May 8 to May 25. 
3. Summer Schedule: Summer schedule starts 6/21/2026. Services are at 7:30 AM and 10 AM. 
4.June Concert: St. James’ will host an “Off the Docks” concert on Thursday June 18th. Director of Music & 
Technology, Nick Kiilkenny is in charge of this event. 
5. Sister Marie: Sister Marie will make her final vows to become a Benedictine Nun on August 2, 2026. There will 
be one service, indoors, followed by a reception.  
7. There will be no Vestry meeting in July. 
8. Vestry Retreat will be scheduled in August. 

Closing Prayers: Mother Pilar offered the closing prayer.  

The meeting ended at 7 PM. 
Next Meeting: 8/25/26  

Respectfully submitted, 
Bethany Quattrociocchi, Clerk 


